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presenting sponsor

chapter award recipients
lifetime achievement award
2007	 Roger T. and Judy A. Read
2006	 Ann Amer Brennan

foundation leadership award
2007	 John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
2006	 Margaret Clark Morgan Foundation 
2005	 Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial Foundation 
2004	 The Paul and Carol David Foundation
2003	 Sisters of Charity Foundation of Canton
2002	 FirstEnergy Foundation
2001	 Samuel Reese Willis Foundation
2000	 Sisler McFawn Foundation
1999	 Deuble Foundation
1998	 Mary S. & David C. Corbin Foundation
1997	 Timken Foundation
1996	 Akron Golf Charities Foundation  

Charles & Salome Reymann Foundation
1994	 Akron Community Foundation
1993	 Hoover Foundation
1992	 GAR Foundation 

John P. Murphy Foundation
1991	 Stark Community Foundation

corporate leadership award
2007	 The J.M. Smucker Company
2006	 Charles Schwab Corporate & Retirement Services
2005	 Westfield Group 
2004	 Sterling Jewelers, Inc.
2003	 Roadway Express
2002	 Diebold Incorporated
2001	 Hoover Company
2000	 Hallrich Inc. (Pizza Hut)
1999	 OMNOVA Solutions, Inc.
1998	 East Ohio Gas Company, Canton
1997	 Ohio Edison Company
1996	 F.W. Albrecht Grocery Company 

United Bank & Trust Corp.
1994	 Davey Tree Expert Company
1993	 The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
1992	 Rubbermaid Incorporated
1991	 Myers Industries

small business leadership award
2007	 Diamond Title Company
2006	 Keeven White, WhiteSpace Creative
2005	 Summit County Internists and Associates 
2004	 Moe Schneider/Moe’s Restaurant 
2003	 Wayne Homes
2002	 Bober, Markey, Fedorovich & Company
2001	 USA Quickprint
2000	 Ramsburg Insurance
1999	 Walt, Gwen & Cody Heeney, Labels & Letters
1998	 Martin S. Paul/Paul’s Lumber Company
1997	 Robert G. Ward III/Coldwell Banker 

Ward Real Estate
1996	 Fussy Cleaners

outstanding professional fundraiser award
2006	 Jody Bacon

outstanding fundraiser award
2007	 Madeline Bozzelli 
2006	 Joy Timken and Karen Belden 
2005	 Mr. Philip Maynard 
2004	 Dr. Glenn Clayton
2003	 Rev. Curtis Thomas
2002	 Jeffrey Fisher
2001	 Dr. Lucille Ford
2000	 Jane Kaufman
1999	 Dan Marchetta, Richard F. Ruhl, Tom Schervish
1998	 Howard L. Flood
1997	 Alan L. Ockene
1996	 Isabell Horning, Justin T. Rogers
1995	 Scott Lyons
1994	 Ann Amer Brennan & David L. Brennan,
	 Billie J. McFarrenh
1993	 Connie Hendrix
1992	 Edie Batton, Brooks G. Hull, Sandra Smith
1991	 John (Jack) R. Allen, Paul Martin, Jane Ruff, Bruce Schantz
1990	 Robert Hubbell, Bruce Rothmann, M.D., Robert 

Rownd, Mary Jane Stanchina
1989	 Marian Calvin, Robert C. Ingmand, Glenn H. 

Meadows, Arlie Rodhe, Clifford Sheilds

outstanding philanthropist award
2007	 Vincent DiGirolamo
2006	 Dr. Robert & Rochelle Stone
2005	 The Haslinger Family 
2004	 Ron and Joan Burbick (Burbick Foundation)
2003	 Mary Schiller Myers
2002	 Judith & Roger Read
2001	 Beatrice Knapp McDowell
2000	 Dr. Edward Mitchell
1999	 Dr. Gerald Read, Victoria C.T. Read
1998	 Donald R. Fair
1997	 Marie Hoover
1996	 Virgil Cox
1995	 Irma Colpo, Stanley Ewing
1994	 Maxene Darrah, Stanley Gault
1993	 Robert Diehl Porthouse
1992	 Gene Radney
1991	 Shannon Rogers 

children in philanthropy award
2007	 Elisa Leonard “Stand Up With Style”
2006	 Students of St. Patrick School 
2005	 Kean Elementary 2004-2005 Fourth Grade Class  
2004	 Lucas Rife 

Students of Seton Catholic Elementary School
2003	 Arrowhead School Third Grade Students

special recognition award
2007	 Holiday Tree Festival Volunteers 
2004	 Kent State University
2002	 The September 11 Firetruck Fund
2001	 WKDD 98.1 FM Radio22

of gold hearts of gold

nominated by  
The University of Akron 
member Maureen Katanic 

The best description of the impact the John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation’s philanthropic support has had for The 
University of Akron and Akron, Ohio, is transformational.

The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation is a national 
foundation with local roots. Based on its belief that “nothing big 
happens without a big idea, nothing new without a new idea,” 
Knight Foundation provided a $200,000 initial planning grant 
to fund the University Park Alliance. Its goal was to launch an 
ambitious 40-block revitalization plan to provide new business, 
retail, and mixed-use housing surrounding The University of 
Akron. 

In the past seven years, the Foundation has granted more than 
$12.7 million to The University of Akron and the University Park 
Alliance to change the face of a once-blighted community. Today, 
stimulated beyond its original goals, University Park is poised to 
be a strategically vital component of Northeast Ohio and Greater 
Akron’s economic future. 

The Knight Foundation’s support of the University Park Alliance 
brought together an unprecedented collaboration of The 
University of Akron, Summa Health System, The City of Akron, 
Akron Public Schools, The Akron Beacon Journal, The Akron 
Metropolitan Housing Authority, and the Greater Akron Chamber 
to seek alternative and entrepreneurial avenues to help the 
greater Akron community transition to an innovation economy.

Beyond its immense philanthropic support, Knight Foundation 
has added to the civic life of the greater Akron community. The 
foundation has supported the endowment of the John S. Knight 
Lectureship, which brings talented and discerning literary figures 
and journalists to the Akron community in remembrance of Mr. 
Knight; The National Center for Family Literacy Project; The Akron 
Knight Family Education Program; The Excellence in Education 
program; and an endowment for the E. J. Thomas Performing 
Arts Hall.

It is the passion and vision exemplified by organizations like the 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation that will light a path 
for community development and growth throughout the nation. 
Knight Foundation’s commitment to community advancement 
and the cultural growth of American citizenry stands as a bold 
testament to its founding principles.
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